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LETTER 


ARISTOBULUS, 


In Vindication of the Clergy from thoſe 
ſcandalous Aſperſions he has caſt 


on them, &c. 


3 


S all honeſt well meaning Peo- 
ple, who are Lovers of the 
Charch and Friends to the 
Clergy, do juſtly complain of 
the I. centiouſneſs of the Preſs; 

by which Infidels, who are Enemies of 
both, take the Liberty with their Satires 
B and 


LL» 3 

and ſcurrilous Invectives, to attack and de- 
fame them; ſo there is no Man has given 
greater Occaſion for ſuch a Complaint than 
your ſelf; who, tho I cant fay you are a 
dowaright Infidel , becauſe of the Primi- 
tive Apoſtolical Doctrine you pretend to 
revive, and the Authorities produced out 
of the Fathers for that Purpoſe ; yet have 
raore abuſed the Reverend Clergy, than 
any profeſs'd Atheiſt has hitherto, or can 
do: giving us ſuch opprobrious Language, 
that without Horror I cant think of, and 
for Shame can hardly repeat. 


Whether any of our more Learned Cler- 


gy of the City or Univerſities, intend to 
take you to task and confute your old No- 
tions and Opinions, that are ſo dangerous 
to the Church, if they ſhould prevail, I 
can't tell: Bur Jam ſo provoked at your 
foul Language, ſo profuſely beſtow'd on us, 
that T can no longer keep Silence; and tho 
TI will not pretend to ſuch a Converſation 
with the Fathers, as to be able to confront 
your Teſtimonies out of them, with others 
of more Weight and Number; yet I have 
Reaſon and Abilities ſufficient, without Va- 
nity, to wipe off thoſe Aſperſions you have 
caſt on our Order. 

If none of our moſt Learned and Ortho- 
dox Clergy ſhould ever write againſt you, 
purpoſely -to overthrow your dangerous 
Doctrines; yet I would not have you to 
| pleaſe 
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pleaſe your ſelf with a fond Opinion of 
your Performance, as if the Arguments 
and Authorities therein were irretragable. 
Our Clergy are, many of them, well vers d 
in old Authors as well as you, and were they 
in earneſt to ſet about the Confutation of 
your Errors, (for fo I will call them, not- 
withſtanding the Apoſtles and Fathers of 
the Church are on your Side,) there is no 
Queſtion but they'd do it eſfectually. And 
if they ſhould not at all go about to con- 
fute you, there may be good and wiſe Rea- 
ſons why they ſhould hold their Peace: For 
ſometimes it is better and ſafer to deſpiſe ſome 
Writers, than to do them the Honour of Op- 
poſition; and more prudent often to let ſome 
Notions and Opinions in Religion die and 
drop of themſelves, if poſſible, than to 
drive them out of the Church by Contro- 
verſy ; and for ought I know, the Clergy 
in their Wiſdom and Prudence intend to 
take this Courſe with your Letters. 

You have indeed, by your reproachiful 
and infamous Names of Blockheads and 
Drunces given to the beſt of them, done 
What you can to provoke them beyond all 
Patience, and to force them if poſſible, a- 
gainſt Inclination, to ſhew their Learning, 
and make ſatyrical Replies to you; but they 
are better Chriſtians than to be put out 
of Temper with ſuch Provocations, re- 
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lying upon the Truth of the Aſſertion of 
the Poet, + 


— Levins fit Patientid 
Quicquid corrigere eft nefas, 


Neither can you rhink any under the leaſt 
Obligation to anſwer you, excepting Dr. Ben- 
net, to whom you infcribed your Letters, 
and. of whom too it may be ſaid at preſent, 


Non vacat exiguis Rebus adeſſe — 


that he is not at Leiſure to conſider your 
Trifles, in compariſon of an Affair of much 
greater Conſequence ( which I take Leave 
to mention in Excuſe for his Silence, ) that 
he has now upon his Hands ; and that 1s, 
to exorciſe-the Devi! out of bis Pariſh : For 
the Doctor has declared, as I have it from 
good Hands, that the Devil is in his Pariſh, 
as certainly as he is in any Place of the World; 


which he would not fay, if he did not ex- 


perimentally find fo; for he is a Man of 
more Meekneſs of Spirit, than paſſionately 
or through a bad Habit, of which ſome do 
accuſe him, of ſpeaking evil of others, to 
utter ſuch an Expreſſion, if he did not 
know it to be true: And the Reaſon that 
the Doctor gives, why his Pariſhioners are 
poſſeſs d with the Devil, is ſuch, that few 

| _ Clergy- 
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Clergymen will queſtion the Truth of it, 
® vis; their Refuſal to pay ſuch Tythes as 
be demands of them. And this by the by 
vas the Reaſon, why the Authors of the 


Delphick Oracle faid , the Quakers were Ser- 


ders of Satan, which you thought was a 
: 2 downright Calumny ; but now you may 
be ſatisfied, that there was more of Truth 

in that Accuſation than you was aware of: 


For if Men that refuſe the Payment of 
Tythes to the Parſon of the Pariſh, be not 
Men of diabolical Principles, Servers of Sa- 
tan, and poſſeſs d with the Devil; the Cler- 
gy neither will, nor can in their Conſcien- 
ces accuſe any other of that Fault or Miſ- 
fortune. 


How long it may be before the Doctor 
will have driven the Devil out of his Pa- 


riſnioners T cant gueſs; but I hope it may 


be ſoon; by the Aſſiſtance of the Lawyers, 
who are the beſt Exorcifts in this Caſe ; un- 


leſs other Lawyers ſhould be ſo perverſe 


and croſs-grain'd, as to ſide with the Devil 


and his Pariſhioners, and endeavour to keep 
him in them. 

But after that the Doctor ſhall have fini- 
ſhed this good Work of Exorciſm, it is not 


impoſſible but he may take your Letters in 


Hand, and confute and confound them: 
For he is ſuch a valiant Champion for the 
Church, and ſuch a ſtrenuous Impugnator 


of 
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of Popery, Hereſy and Schiſm, and has | 
rode in Triumph hicherto over the Papiſts 
and Diſſenters, whom in the Judgment of 


his Friends and Admirers, he has utterly 


maul'd and vanquiſh'd ; that 1 believe, if | 
either Mahometan or Savage Indian ſhould ® 
dare to write againſt the Church of Eng- 


land, he'd ſoon lay him on his Back, and 


diſſipate his Reaſons and Arguments with { 
all the Facility and Readineſs that could be: 


And can you imagine that he is not as able 


to write againſt you, in Defence of the Mi- ö 


niſtry of the Letter of the Law, for which 
the Clergy of the Church of England are 
more famous and renown d than the Prieſts 
of any other Church or Countrey, and 
caſily vanquiſh you with all your Adherents 
for the Miniſtry of the Spirit of it? Yes, 
undoubtedly he can, and was he to go about 
it, you'd feel the Power of his Argumen- 
tative Faculty, which he has invincibly uſed 
againſt others. 

But ſuppoſing that Dr. Bennet ſhould not 
think it worth his while to ſet about the 
Confutation of your Letters, or ſhould ac- 


count you an Author beneath his Notice; 


he will loſe no Reputation with his Admi- 


rers for his Silence: For no Clergyman, I 


hope, will think the Quakers the leſs Hea- 
thens or Hereticks for your Arguments; and 
I believe the Quakers will not think _ 

{elves 


| WEI 
as ſelves the better Chriſtians for any Thing 
ts you have wrote for them; and I am ſure it 
f Yis the Intereſt of the Clergy not to have 
J the leſs honourable Thoughts of their Mi- 
if niſtry of the Letter, for the many Thouſands 
d upon Thouſands of Teſtimonies out of the 
„ 2 Apoſtles and Fathers of the Church, that 
1 > you may be able to bring againſt it. 
1 There is one Thing ſo unreaſonable in 
vou, that I muſt needs ſay, I would not 
adviſe any of our Orthodox and Learned 
Divines to engage with you; and that is, 
3 you have made the Terms of Diſputation 
ſo ſtrait, as that there is no Scope of Ar- 
gumentation left for your Adverſary. For 
you have not only confined the Contro- 
2 verſy to the Three Firſt Ages of the Church, 
but have monopolizd and engroſsd the Fa- 
Z thers to your ſelf, which is not fair dealing 
in you. Our Divines dont deny, but the 
Apoſtles and Fathers of the Ante-Nicene 
Church, are the propereſt Judges to be ap- 
3 pealed to in all ſuch Controverſies, where 
they ſeem not to favour either Side, or 
where they may be wreſted and perverted 
on both Sides; but they are ſo partial, I 
may fay, and unanimous for your Cauſe, 
that our Clergy ought not to abide the 
Judgment and Determination of them. If 
you will enlarge the Terms of Diſputation, 
and ſuffer your Controverly to be try d by 
a 


SS 


ſure as moſt Votes are to carry it, you and 


your Cauſe will be baffled. And I cant 
ſee any Reaſon, why our modern Com- 
mentators ſhould not know how to interpret 
the Scriptures as well as the Fathers, but 
this one, that theſe living nearer to the 
Apoſtolical Age, mult needs beſt underſtand. ' 
the Mind and Will of our Lord and his A- * 
poſtles ; which, tho it has hitherto been 
reckon'd a very good Reaſon, yet for the 3 


Sake of our Intereſts and Prejudices, for 


the future ſhall be accounted a poor and. #5 


bad one. | 


Nay, let me tell you, Sir, that the Fa- 
thers of the Ante-Nicene Church have loſt 


their Honour by favouring your Cauſe ; and 
you have utterly ruin d their Reputation 


with our Orthodox Divines, by the Uſe you 
have made of them. It is well known that 


our Learned Clergy have hitherto. paid a 


great Veneration to thoſe” Fathers, have 
look d upon their Authority as deciſive in any 
Controverted Point, and never quoted them 


4 for 


a General Councel as it were, of the Wri- 
ters of all Ages of the Church, I believe 
our Divines will enter the Liſts with you; 
or if you will permit the Learned Com- 
mentators of this Church for this laſt Cen- 

tury, to be equal Judges with the primitive 
Fathers, they will not refuſe to ſtand Tryal; 
for then there will be no Queſtion, but as 


"2 ²· r 


lee ee Ky wo 0D 


94 


for any Opinion that they fancy d, but with 
N 

Applauſe and Praiſe: But you have perfectly 
turn d our Stomachs againſt them all, and 
created in us as great an Averſion for them 
# as we have to you: And TI believe our 
Learned Diſputers of this Age, ſuch as 
Dr. Whitby, Waterland, Whiſton and others, 
that ſhall know of your Letters, will pro- 
ceed no further in their Controverſy , 


C which was founded on the Teſtimony 
of the Fathers) ſince you have uſed the 


2 Writings of the Primitive Church, fo 
2 amply and fully in Defence of a Cauſe and 
and a People, they all jointly and concur- 
2 rently bear the greateſt Hatred and Deteſta- 
tion for. Had you made as much Uſe of 
the Fathers in Defence of Presbytery againſt 
2 Epiſcopacy, we could better have born with 
you and them: or had you more plenti- 
fully cited them in Behalt of the Corrupti- 
Z ons and Idolatry of the Church of Rome, 
you had given much leſs Offence to our 
7 Clergy: But to produce their Teſtimonies 
and Authorities ſo largely and abundantly 
as you have done, and can, as you ſay, fur- 
ther do, in Vindication of Quakeriſm, ( the 
= moſt deſpicable and odious Sect of all 
others) and of the allegorical Interpreta- 
tion of the Law and Prophets, (an explo- 
2 ded and miſchievous Doctrine, if it ſhould 
prevail, ) is ſo very diſobliging and provok- 


ing to the Clergy, that you may depend 
C ont, 
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ont, well never have a good Opinion | 
or Affection for them or you more. Good 


Dr. Whitby in his Diſquifitiones modeſtæ, 


ſays, that the Ante-Nicene Fathers are no 


good Guides and Lights for the Interpreta- 
tion of the Scriptures ; at which ſome of 


our Orthodox Clergy were a little angry 
and diſpleaſed, that he did fo leſſen the Re- 


putation and Authority of the Fathers, 


Lay” 
A 


4 
5 


whom we had in great Honour: But we 
behold now more Wiſdom in his Aſſertion 
than we were at firſt aware of: For the 
Doctor forefaw what others did not, that in 
Caſe the Authorities of the Fathers for the 


Allegorical Interpretation of the Scriptures 


73 
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ſhould revive, his Expoſitions on the New © 
Teſtament and all other modern Commen- 


taries on the Scriptures muſt neceſlarily 


ſink Price; and I hope therefore the Book- 
iellers as well as the Clergy of this Church 


and Kingdom, will return their Thanks to 


Dr. [/hitby for that his Aſſertion, and join } 


heartily with him in Oppoſition to your 


and the Fathers Miniſtry of the Spirit of the 
Eaw and the Prophets, which, if it ſhould 
prevail, would occaſion as great a Fall in 


their Merchandize of the Letter as there is 


in South-Sea Stock. 


But to come to the Slanders and ſcurri- 
lous Reflections you have unworthily caſt * 
on our Learned and Orthodox Clergy. In 

the 
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the Firſt Place you are pleaſed repeatedly 


to ſay, that our Learned Drvines underſtand 
not the Fathers; which is ſuch a Scandal, 


as the like never was uttercd againſt any 
Man or Order of Men whatſoever; a Scan- 
dal and Falſhood that needs no Confutation, 
conſidering the Reputation that our Cler- 
gy bear at Home and Abroad for their 


great Learning. Surely you could not ima- 


gine, that any would believe you upon ſuch 
an Accuſation and Charge againſt us for 
Ignorance ; but you was minded to throw 
the worſt Dirt againſt us, you could pick 
up, and rail as much as was poſſible with. 
out Reaſon. Is it not an unconteſtable 
Truth, that our Clergy, above others of 


any Nation in the World, are generally 
skill d in the Languages, in which the Fa- 


thers wrote ? and do they not read, ſtudy, 
and tranſlate them to Admiration ; which 
is impoſſible for them to do, if they did 
not underſtand them? It muſt be conteſs d 
indeed, that the Authors of the Delphick 
Oracle, thoſe moſt Learned Scholars of our 
moſt Famous Univerſities, who fo egregi- 
ouſly blunder'd about the Senſe of Tertullian 
as cited by them, do not underſtand rhe 
Fathers; but that is no Objection againſt 
all other Clergymen. And it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, that none of our Divines 
comprehend the myſtical Theology, Tro- 

C 2 pology, 


Cl 
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pology, and Mythology of the Fathers; neir | 


ther can they interpret the Law and Pro- 


JL 
phets by Viſions, Similitudes, Allegories | 


and Alluſions, which you do, as you have | 


been taught by Barnabas, Hermas, Clemens, 


Fuſtin Martyr, Origen, St. Cyprian, Euſebi- 
1s and the reſt of them; but no Body can 
ſurely infer from thence, that they dont 
cape the Scnſe of thoſe Writers. Our Di- 


vines are certainly, many of them, notable | 
and excellent at Grammar and Syntax; and 


as ſure as they can find out the principal Verb 
in any Sentence of the Fathers, they know 


how to put the Nominative Caſe before, and | 


the Accuſative after it in order to Con- 
ſtruction: And if they ſhould miſtake the 
proper Signification of a Word, thats a 
Thing ſo common now-a-Days with the 
beſt Philologers, that it will be no great 
Fault in them. Moreover, I dont think 
there is any obvious Piece of Divinity in 
all the Fathers, that is, any plain Exhor- 
tation to the Practice of a moral Duty, 
which our Learned Clergy dou't apprehend 
the full Import of; ſo that your Charge 
againſt them for Ignorance, or Want of 


Underſtanding the Fathers, is a downright &%} 


Calumny. 

But what is ſtrange and aſtoniſhing in you, 
Sir, 1s, that after you have abuſed the Cler- 
gy in general for Ignorance of the Fathers, 


| Bn 
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i” you pleaſe your ſelf with the Hopes of a 
Doctor's Degree, by Diploma from the 

J Univerſity of Oxford, as an honorary Re- 
ward of your Skill in them. If your Friends 
„ had ſo little Wit, as to put ſuch Thoughts 
i- and Hopes into your Head; you might have 
had more than to give Heed to them. That 
Vniverſity (Which, by the by, you would 
render infamous for Bulls and Blunders ) 
knows better how to diſtinguiſh Men of 
Worth and Merit, than to do you that 
Honour. And you might eaſily have known 
of your ſelf, had you not been blind and 
d } flf-conceited, that your Letters to Dr. Ben- 
net, would ſooner provoke the Diſpleaſure 
e of the Members of that Univerſity, than 
a & procure their Favour. Have you not re- 
flected upon the Clergy in general, as fo 
many uſeleſs Drones and Blockheads ; and 
given them, God knows what opprobri- 
* ous Language, the like never was caſt on 
them by their greateſt Enemies? And do 
3 you think the Oxonians are not ſenſible, 
that they are concluded under ſuch Re- 
flections? A Man for his Skill in the Fathers 
is deſerving of Favour and Reſpect, if he 

t ſhew it conſiſtently with the Intereſt and 
Honour of the Church and Clergy. And 
that Univerſity has ſuch a Veneration for 
che Fathers, that whoever ſhould ſtrenu- 


ouſly urge their Authority for the Advance 
LS. | OY ment 


44] 


ment of Eccleſiaſtical Grandeur, ſhould be 
highly complimented and careſs'd by her; 
otherwiſe you may be ſure, ſhe'll be againſt 
the Fathers as much as againſt any other 
Heathen, Heretical, or Atheiſtical Authors 


whatſoever: And why ſhould ſhe not : For 
as moſt Men are againſt Reaſon, if Reaſon 
be againſt them-; ſo if the Fathers of the 


Primitive Church, and the Doctors of the 


preſent Church, interfere in their Principles 
and Intereſts, it is certain that the latter 
will reſolutely oppoſe and contradict the 
former. 


Neither will your High-Church Principles 4 
be any better Recommendation of you to 
that Univerſity for a Doctors Degree. Oxy- 


bord has indeed, to her Praiſe, a ſingular 
Reſpect for High-Churchmen; but they are 
of another Sort than ſuch as you, who are 
for the Mountain of the Lord's Houſe or 
Church being exalted on the Top of the 
Mountains, in the Senſe of the Prophet 
and Fathers of the Church ; which Exalta- 
tion or Adification of the Church of Chriſt 
they will oppoſe to the utmoſt, as it be- 
comes the Intereſt and Principles of all 
thoſe, who are for founding their Church 
on the Dirt and Sand of the Letter, as you 
call it. Don't then flatter your ſelf with 


the Hopes of the famous Univerſity of 7 


Oxford's taking any Notice of you; much 
a | leſs 
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tell them that all their Diſputations were 
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e 1 leſs that ſhe ſhould do you ( who for your 


a, | 
Principles will bring Diſhonour to that 


Learned Body) the Honour of a Doctor's 
Degree Gratis; ſo far from it, that I verily 
believe, they would ſooner ſtop your Grace 


for that Degree, if you otherwiſe had a le- 
gal Title and Qualification for it. 

On the other Hand, your Companions 
finding your blind Side, do but banter you 
hen they ſmooth you up with the Expecta- 
tions of the Regius Profeſſorſhip of Cambridge. 
That Univerſity has properer Perſons of her 
own Body.; than you are, to confer that 


Preferment on. Tho none of them may 
be comparably ſo well vers d in the Fathers 


as your ſelf; yet they have other more re- 
quiſite Qualifications : and I never as yet 
heard that Skill in the Fathers was required 
in a Regius Profeſſor, or Dr. James and ma- 
ny of his Predeceſſors were unfit for that 
Office. The grand Qualification of a Re- 
* gius Profeſſor is, to my Apprehenſion, Po- 
Leet Divinity, which you can't pretend to; 
but Dr. Waterland has made it appear by 
his Writings, that he hath a wrangling 
Talent, and conſequently deſerves to be 
preferr d to that Poſt before you. Was you 
to be advanced to the Profeſſors Chair, 
Z youd ſoon make a Sine-Cure of it, more 
than your Predeceſſors have, and would 


de 
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de Land Caprind, and of no Uſe or Edi: . 
fication to the Hearers: And if you ſhould 


read Divinity Lectures, you'd do it in the 


Way of Origens Homilies, Clemens Roma- 1 
mes's Recognitions, Clemens Alex. -Stro- 
mata, Hermas's Viſions and Paſtorals, and 
ſuch like Stuff; which the Univerſity has 


no Taſte of, being long accuſtomed to, 
what youd call, the Split-Text Divinity 9 
of their former Profeſſors, who, 


Longis Rationibus aſſem 


In centum diſcunt Partes diducere. — 


But I had lik d to have burſt with laugh- % 
ing at your ſolemn Declarations, that you 
have no ambitious Aims at the Archiepiſ- 
copal Palace at Lambeth, neither do you 
write to court any Preferments in this 
Church; you might have ſpared your ſelf 3 


the Pains of ſuch Declarations, till Prefer- F* 
ments were offer d you; and I don't believe 
that any Eccleſiaſtical or Lay-Patron will 


think you worthy of any, unleſs you could 


write better in Defence of the Excellency 
of the Conſtitution of our Church accord- 


ing to the Primitive Pattern than you 
have done. : we 9 
You may pleaſe your ſelf with the 
Thoughts of the Protection and Encou- 8 

ragement of our venerable Biſhops in 1 
Proſe- 
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proſecution of your Undertaking , to de- 

*Emonſtrate that the Law is ſpiritual ; but J 
can aſſure you, that the Biſhops are no 
more Friends to that Doctrine of the Apoſtle 
in the Senſe of your famous Origen, than 


7 
d the ſubordinate Clergy. Tho they arc 
8 8 piritual Peers by the Law of the Land, 


Jet as to the Law of Moſes, in the Opinion 
Jof Origen, they are carnally minded, and 
gare as much for the Death, that is, in your 
Senſe, the Letter of the Law and the Pro- 
phets, as any of us all; and will as certain- 

ly as any body oppoſe the Spuritual or Alle- 
gorical Iaterpretation of the Scriptures, 
Z which in my Apprehenſion would be as 
dangerous to their Honours and Dignities, 
® as to the Intereſts of us the poorer Parſons, 
7 Vicars, and Curates. - ; 
*Z . There. is but one Biſhop that you can in 
the leaſt hope for as a Friend to your Cauſe, 
and he is the Biſhop of Bangor, who has 
indeed, without his Knowledge of the Fa- 
Ithers, preach d for one of your primitive 
Principles of an abſolutely, free and unlimi- 
ted Toleration of Religion, without any Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Oaths, Articles, Subſcriptions, 


Ga 43 


or other Impoſitions upon the Conſcience: 


* 


1 mags 1 
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3 8 
But even that good Biſhop is not ſo much 
of your Mind, as you and his Enemies may 
imagine. Iho he has preach'd for ſuch a 
e & Toleration in as expreſs Terms ſeemingly, 
1 4 D as 


= 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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as the Senſe of Words can bear; yet if you'll 7 
allow him to be the beſt Interpreter of his 
own Meaning, (which is but reaſonable in 

the Caſe of Ambiguities) he did not aim at 
ſuch a Toleration of Religion, as his Ene- 


mies would perſuade the World to believe of 


him. He has brought himſelf off by Re- 
ſtrictions and Limitations (which ſome call 
Abſolute-Lys and Poſitive- Js) that ſhew * 

eration than 
moſt of his Brethren. And moreover, if 
Men's Actions and Practice be proper In- 


he's for no more extenſive To 


v7 


terpreters of their Words and Meaning, he 


could not intend an unlimited Toleration ; * 
for no Man is readier than himſelf, to ſub- 
Jugate his Conſcience to Eccleſiaſtical Impo- 


ſitions, nor forwarder to impoſe them on 


the Clergy of his Dioceſe; and there is no 
Queſtion but for a Tranſlation to a wealthi- % 
er Biſhoprick, he'd conform to the Oaths, 
Declarations and Subſcriptions required, as 
ſoon as any other whatſoever : So that you 
can no more think of his Friendſhip, than 
any others of his Order; and were the 
Biſhops as well as the inferior Clergy, whom 


you call ignorant hot-headed Prieſts, to 


manifeſt their diſlike of your Principles and . | 
Deſign, none can blame them; when you 


ſtrike at the very Foundatiou of heir In- 7. 


tereſts and Miniſtry, as well as ours. ' 
1 7 2 . | 


7 
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Fou fay; Sir, that was you at Rome, Pa- 
his i or in Spain; the Pope and his Cardinals, 
in the Doctors of the Sorbonne, and the In- 


uiſitors themſelves would encourage your 
16.6 ndertaking, applaud it,. and puniſh him 
for an Heretick, that ſhould find fault 
with it: But I can aſſure you, you 
all zre much miſtaken ; for it is manifeſt 
| enough that the Romiſb Clergy are for the 
an iniſtry of the Letter, againſt Liberty of 
„ Conſcience, and more for Eccleſiaſtical 
"Tyranny and Grandeur than Proteſtants ; 
and I don't doubt but they'd trounce you, 
1. if you was among them, for reviving ſuch 
b. Primitive and Apoſtolical Notions of the 
3. Miniſtry of the Spirit of the Law of Moſes. 
The Papiſts indeed have a greater Venera- 
5 tion for the Apoſtles and Fathers of the 
0 Church than we Proteſtants pretend to; 


A* for they worſhip them, and pray to them, 
— which we do not: But were their Eyes 
u open to behold what Doctrines the Apoſtles 


- aud Fathers advance, as you have repre- 
ſented them; I don't queſtion, but they'd 


not only blot their Names out of their Ca- 


lendar of Saints, but eſtabliſh their Church 
4 22 another Authority than that of St. Peter, 

4 Hermas, Clemens, and others their firſt. 
u Popes. Bur if it be your Opinion, that 
1 the Papiſts would encourage your Work, 1 
wiſh you was amongſt them for the Expe- 
= — -S | riment, 


f 
4 | 


[1 a 7 
; . 
3 
> 


1181 


as the Senſe of Words can bear; yet if you'll 
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ſuch a Toleration of Religion, as his Ene- 
mies would perſuade the World to believe of 


allow him to be the beſt Interpreter of his 
own Meaning, (which is but reaſonable in 
the Caſe of Ambiguities) he did not aim at 


him. He has brought himſelf off by Re- 
ſtrictions and Limitations ( which ſome call 
Abſolute-Lys and Poſitive-Lys) that ſhew 


he's for no more extenſive Toleration than 


moſt of his Brethren. And moreover, if 


Mens Actions and Practice be proper In- 


terpreters of their Words and Meaning, he 


could not intend an unlimited Toleration; 
for no Man is readier than himſelf, to ſub- © 
Jugate his Conſcience to Eccleſiaſtical Impo- 
ſitions, nor forwarder to impoſe them on 
the Clergy of his Dioceſe; and there is no 


Queſtion but for a Tranſlation to a wealthi- 
er Biſhoprick, he'd conform to the Oaths, 


' Declarations and Subſcriptions required, as 


ſoon as any other whatſoever : So that you 


can no more think of his Friendſhip, than 
any others of his Order; and were the 


4 
.* 7 
\F. 
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Biſhops as well as the inferior Clergy, whom 


you call ignorant hot- headed Prieſts, to 
manifeſt their diſſixke of your Principles and 


Deſign, none can blame them; when you 
ſtrike at the very Foundatiou of their In- 


tereſts and Miniſtry, as well as ours. 
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Vou ſay, Sir, tliat was you at Rome, Pa- 


vis, or in Spain; the Pope and his Cardinals, 
the Doctors of the Sorbonne, and the In- 
quiſitors themſelves would encourage your 
"Undertaking, applaud it, and puniſh him 
for an Heretick, that ſhould find fault 


with it: But I can aſſure you, you 
are much miſtaken ; for it is manifeſt 
enough that the Romiſb Clergy are for the 


- Miniſtry of the Letter, againſt Liberty of 
Conſcience, and more for Eccleſiaſtical 


Tyranny and Grandeur than Proteſtants ; 


and I dont doubt but us trounce you, 
if you was among them, for reviving ſuch 
Primitive and Apoſtolical Notions of the 
+ Miniſtry of the Spirit of the Law of Moſes. 
The Papiſts indeed have a greater Venera- 
tion for the Apoſtles and Fathers of the 


Church than we Proteſtants pretend to; 


for they worſhip them, and pray to them, 
which we do not: But were their Eyes 
open to behold what Doctrines the Apoſtles 
and Fathers advance, as you have repre- 
ſented them; I don't queſtion, but they'd 
not only blot their Names out of their Ca- 
lendar of Saints, but eſtabliſh their Church 


on another Authority than that of St. Peter, 


Hlermas, Clemens, and others their firſt, 
Popes. Bur if it be your Opinion, that 
the Papiſts would encourage your Work, I 
- With you was amongſt them for the Expe- 


D 2 riment, 


E208 1 q 
riment, that our Church might be no more 
diſturbd with your Allegorical, Spiritual, 
Myſtical and whimſical Interpretations of ci 
the v to the diſquietude of the 


Minds of the Clergy, who for fear of your tl 
Viſions and Similitudes, Ma 
od | 1 

Irritat, mulcet, vanis terroribus angit 8 
Pectus, ut Magus. — | 4 


Again, you ſeemingly make a Jeſt and 
Scoft at the Title of Orthodox, when given 
to the Clergy of our Church; but I can 
aſſure you, that as certainly as our Church 
is the Pureſt and beſt conſtituted Church, 
Ca Title of Honour ſhe has long aſſumed to i 
herfe!f ) in the whole World, her Clergy 


O 


are conſequently the moſt Orthodox. Po 


* 

t 

«3 

— 1 


fibly ſuch as you may think our Church a 


Limb, and a very corrupt one too, of the 
Whore of Babylon, and perhaps you may 
Le fraught with Arguments and Teſtimonies . 
out of the Fathers to prove it, becauſe of 
the Confuſion and Diſorder ſhe is in: But 
none of our Proteſtant Divines were ever of 
your Mind, but always aſſerted either the 
Pope himſelf, or the Church of Rome, to be 
the great Whore. And our Clergy, I ſay, 
are certainly as Orthodox, as our Church is 
a pure and incorrupt one; againſt whoſe 
Orthodoxy you have no Objection but * 4 
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[1] 
re ¶ Inconſiſteney, Incoherence, Difference, 
, and Uncertainty of their Faith and Prin- 
of -Fciples ; which is no Argument of their 
1e being Heterodox; or what muſt we 
think of the eminent Divines that have 
adorn'd this Church for this laſt Century: 
We always reckon d ſuch great Men as Bi 
Stillingfleet, Patrick, Sprat, Burnet, Sher- 
lock, South and many others I could name, 
"Orthodox Divines, and the Ornament of 
d our Church; who, tho' they were a little 
n inconſiſtent with themſelves, and in Pru- 
n dence addicted to a Change of their Prin- 


ciples with every Turn of the Times, 


o Mien for all that. And would the Modeſty 


* 


h 

Ef f yet may be accounted ſound and ftaunch 
0 

of our preſent venerable Fathers of the 
4 Church, and other Reverend Divines, ſuch 
2 as Dr. Clark, Bennet, Sacheverel, Ibbot, 
e 

y 

9 


Sherlock, Whitby, Waterland and many 


| others, bear to hear of their Praiſes, T 
s could prove them to be the Glory of our 
H Times for Orthodoxy, notwithſtanding 
1 . . . 
— the Strife and Variance that is amo 
them, and the Contradiction of Spirit they 


f 

e may be of. Are not all our Clergy to a 
e Man hearty for the Rights and Revenues of 
„ the Church? Do not they hold one Faith 
8 or other in Chriſt, excepting ſome that may 
ebde ſuſpected of Infidelity 2 What greater 
e Proof therefore would you have or deſire of 
their Orchodoxy > Are they not againſt the 
Worſhip 


[ 22 J 1 
Worſhip of dumb Idols? Are they not averſe '% 
to the Idolatry of the Church of Rome? 
And tho ſome of the venerable Bench, as 
well as their Inferiors may be taken upon 
Suſpicion forCovetonſneſs,which St. Paul calls 
Idolatry; and tho ſome others of the Clergy 
may be accuſed of making their Belly a God, 
becauſe of the Debts they have contracted 
through an Indulgence of their Appetite; 1 

et none of their Hearers and Followers, I 

ope, will think them the leſs Orthodox for 
fuch ſmall Failings. And for an abſolute 
Demonſtration ot the Orthodoxy of our 
Clergy, I dare venture to affirm, that were 
they all aſſembled in Convocation, they 
would unanimouſly agree in the Con- 
demnation of your Principles. 

But, as it comes into my Head upon this 
Occaſion of vindicating the Orthodoxy of 
our Clergy, I cant but wonder how you 
came by your fond Notion of Nebuchad- 
nezzar's Image being a Figure of Chriſt's 
Church of all Ages. Did you take this 
Notion up of vour ſelf, or did any others 
of the Ancients teach it you? Or did you 
vent it on purpoſe to make the World think 
you have attain d to the Wiſdom that St. John 
ſpeaks of, of knowing both the Beaſt and 
his Image? Poſſibly the Apoſtle, who ſpeaks 
of the Apoſtacy of the latter Times; and 
the Fathers, ſuch as St. Cyprian, my 1 

| a 


* 
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and others, who beforehand have intimated 
a gradual Defection of the Church from the 
as Truth and Piety of her firſt Ages; and per- 
aps the ancient Poets and Mythologiſts, 
who borrow'd, as you ſay, their Mytholo- 
oy from the Fews, and who make ſuch a 
| nciful Diſtinction of ſeveral Ages, by the 
FEmblems of Gold, Silver, Braſs, and Iron, 
7 might put ſuch a Conception into your 
t concerning the ſeveral Periods of 
* FChriſt's Church: But our modern Divines, 
© ſuch as Dr. Hackvil in his Apolog y for the 
rf Providence of God, and Dr. Wotton in his 
= Eſſay on Ancient and Modern Learning, 
have confuted your Notion ; and abundantly 
proved, that the Theology of the preſent 
Times does tranſcend the Ancients. Ha- 


race indeed ſays, 


tas Parentum pejor Avis tulig 


Nos nequiore. 


Which was moſt true with reſpect to the 
Old Romans, as is manifeſt to any one con- 
= verſant in the Hiſtory of the Roman State 
from the Foundation of the City; in which 
be may diſcern a gradual Declenſion, and 

-> Change for the worſe in the Morals and 

Principles of that renown'd People: But no 

body can have the ſame Thoughts of the 
Church of Chriſt, that conſiders the Wif- 
ens * dom, 
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dom, Piety, Probity, Integrity, Faith, and BF" 
what not divine and human Graces of the 
preſent Times beyond the preceding, which 
is entirely owing to the good Examples of 
our Clergy, the Abundance of their Preach- |? 
ing, and the Orthodoxy of their Principles. 
So then I will never believe your Notion of . 
Nebuthadnezzaer'sImage,till the Philoſophers 
Stone, as you call it, or Touchſtone f 
Truth, hewn out of the Mountains of the 
ſublime Senſe of the Law and the Prophets, 
has made a Diſſolution of it, and ſhewn us 
nicely the Head, Arms, Body, Thighs, Legs, 
Feet and Toes of Chriſt's Church, and ac- 
curately diſtinguiſned between the Gold, 
Silver, Braſs, Iron and Clay of the various 
Ages of it. | 1 

But to return to your Slanders of the 
Clergy : Who is not movd with Indigna- 
tion againſt you, charging the Authors 
of the Delphic Oracle with the greateſt Ca- 
lumny and Defamation, that Men, Scho- 
lars, or Chriſtians can be guilty of, for cal- 
ling the Quakers Heathens, Blaſphemers, and 
Servers of Satan; when you your ſelf give 
more opprobrious Language to the Clergy, - 
calling them Baals Prieſts, blind Guides, 
Worſhippers of the Beaſt, and Servers f 
Antichriſt ; which, in my Opinion, is more 
railing Accuſation: and I appeal to our 
honeſt Churchmen, who are Friends of the 
| Cler y, 
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ag lergy, and Enemies of the Quakers, 
he Fhether you bent the greateſt Slanderer. 
h dont care to threaten you, neither am 1 
of Pilling to give you the Trouble to prove 
h- Four Words: But was ou, as well as the 
.s Authors of the Delphjck Oracle, to be put 
into the Eccleſiaſtical Court for Scandal, I 
gon't doubt but the Equitable Judges of that 


if Fourt, would after a tedious and impartial 
de ind expenſive Tryal, without Reſpect of 
s, 1 erſons, acquit the Authors of the Delphick 
1s Pracle, and find you Guilty; or they would 
:. got be truſty Friends of the Church, and 


Faithful to their own Intereſt, 

J. But your grandeſt and moſt ſhameful 
* *Blander on the Clergy, is your calling us (im- 
plicitely) the Black Guards of Nel, for 
which you have no Authority but Origen 


. "And the Fathers ; in which Slander you have 
s _Exccedingly ſurpaſs d all the Enemies of our 
Church and Prieſthood; and you might as 


ell have calld us Pluto Liverymen, and 
for ought I know, the Fathers would have 
born you out in it. It muſt be confeſt in- 
deed, that if Origens Opinion (in which 
Fyou fay others concur) about the Kingdom 


| of Heaven and Hell be true, we are not un- 


I 

ce 2+. defervedly branded with that odious Title; 
for in his Senſe, we have taken away the Key 
ef Knowledge, and will neither aur ſelves, 
nor ſuffer others, to enter into the Kinzdom 


of 
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of Heaven. And many of us begin to ſuſ . 


pect that the Kingdom of Heaven, concer | 
ning which our Saviour has delivered ſo 
many Parables, muſt have another ſignifica- 
tion than that we have hitherto dreamt of 
But ſince we have fram'd to our ſelves : 
Notion of Heaven and Hell, we will ſtick 
to it, tho we know not where either is, nor - 
does any body but Mr. Whifton know how © 
far, and how long a Journey it is, that the 
Soul after her Departure from the Body 
takes to them. Of our Hell we can't be 
ſaid to be the Black Guards, tho we are for 
conſigning all thoſe, whoſe Principles we * 
dont like, to it; and differ much in our 
Opinion, who ſhall be Inheritors of tile 
Kingdom of Heaven. If you would have 
my Judgment in the Caſe, I think that no 
Quakers, for want of Baptiſm, or, what you 
call the Enchantment of ſprinkling with 
Water, and croſſing, can be ſaved ; and as 
[ belicve all Hereticks and Infidels, will go 
to Hell; ſo T muſt own that, if you can 
prove the Miniſtry of the Letter the great? 
eſt Hereſy and Cauſe of Infidelity, the 
Pricſthood of theſe Ages are in a dangerous 
Caſc. In the mean time, tho' we are 
againſt the Kingdom of Heaven in your 
Senſe, yet your Slander of us for being the 
Black Guards of Hell is of the deepeſt Dye. 
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Jo be plain then with you; Sir, you have 


1 given great Offence to the Clergy, and 
Have endeavoured to the utmoſt of your 
0} | Order and Office 

ficz. Power, to bring our Order and Office into 


"Diſreputation and Contempt among the 


; cn People. Whether you think of making Re- 
15 paration for the ang done us, I cant tell ; 
put it becomes you ſo to do. And if you 


are deſirous of regaining our Favour and 
Friendſhip, you mult undertake ſome Work, 
q o be illuſtrated out of the Writings of the 
1 Primitive Church, that ſhall tend to the 
Fr Honour and Intereſt of the Clergy. If 
jar Foul give me Leave to impoſe a Penance 
ks and Task on you; it ſhould be to write in 
dur Defence of the Divine Right of Tithes, 
| under which you muſt amply prove, by 
we * Teſtimonies of the Fathers, that the Laiety 
20 a of whatſoever Denomination, are Robbers 
du of God, and of his Royal Prieſthood, the 
z Clergy, if they withhold ſuch Tithes and 
Offerings, as are at any time demanded of 
them: Such a Work well perform d would re- 
concile you and the Fathers to our Friend- 
ſhip, and we would certainly promote the 
+ Sale of it, to your Honour and Profit, as we 
15 © would be willing to inculcate the Principles 
% contain ' d init. 
Mie dont deſire you by way of Retracta- 
© tion togo about the proving the Ort hodoxy of 
the Clergy, which is manifeſt enough to 
| E 2 our 


our Hearers and Admirers, notwithſtanding fo 
our Contention about it, and the Diſlike x 
that many of us bear to the Articles of Re- 
ligion we ſwear and ſubſcribe to : Neither 
need' you prove the 2 of the Letter, 7 
to be the true Miniſtry of the New Teſta- x 
ment, fo long as our Flocks , knowing no- L 
thing to the contrary; take us for real Ambaſ- 
ſadors of Chriſt Jeſus : Neither need you 
demonſtrate the Cercainty of our Diſciple- 
ſhip of Chriſt, which is apparent enough 
by the Love that we bear to one another; 
and particularly to thoſe who hold Principles 
injurious to our Trade. Neicher would I 
have you to commend us for underſtanding 
the Myſteries of the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
which indeed we don't pretend to, tho we 
believe, many of us, certain Myſteries that 
no Man underſtands, and are angry at thoſe 5 
that are not of the ſame Faith with us. 
Nor laſtly, am ] for putting you upon the 

| 

. 
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Proof of the Excellency of the Conſtitution 
of our Church according to the Primitive 
Pattern, which our People may eaſily be 
kept in the Belief of, if ſuch as you dont 
blab out the Truth to them, None of theſe 
Things are we for impoſing upon you ; but 
a Demonſtration of the Divine Right of 
Tithes, is what we have moſt at Heart, and 
would be very uſeful to us in this looſe and 
degenerate Age, in which the People are 


for 


q 122 
18 for defrauding the Parſon as well as the 
Hing of his juſt Dues. And I am of opinion, 
that Dr. Benner would be reconcil'd to you 
Fat this Juncture, for the Need that he ſtands 
„ in of ſuch a Work, and almoſt forgive you 
a- the Injury done to his Reputation by the 
0. Learning of your Letters; whereby ſome 
f- 1 People may be apt to imagine that 
Uu pes nonplus d, and his Diſputatious Faculty 
e- — quell'd and ſilenced. If this Task 
ould not be very agreeable to your Genius, 
pet why may not you ſtrive to write, as 
es avell as we Parſons are forcd to believe, 
I Wear, and ſubſcribe againſt the Grain? 
8 What don't we do for our Intereſt > And 
5 we ſhould not you do to regain our Friend- 

e Ahip? 

t Te indeed, by the by, that you have 
e Father an Inclination to give the Words of 
the Prophet about Robbing God in Tithes 
and Offerings a quite different Turn, and to 
Jhew that the Prieſts or Miniſters of the 
Letter, are the Robbers of God and his 
Pecyle by exacting Tithes and Offerings of 
them for their Miniſtry, which is of leſs 
Worth than nothing ; and that having found 
out the Way of entring in at the Strait 
Gate into the Fold of Chriſt, you'll prove us 
to be the Thieves and Robbers that climb up 
another way into it: But J hope you! con- 
ſider the Danger of ſuch an Attempt before 
28 | you 
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you go about it, which will move the In- 
. - a 1 
dignation of the Clergy more than you may 


be aware of, who will not ſuffer themſelves 7 
to be fo nearly attack d in their Intereſts, 
without meditating ſuch a Reſentment as 
will not be pleaſing to you. Nay, it is re- 
ported that you are minded to prefer a Bill! 
of Indictment againſt us upon this Statute * 
of Moſes, Thor ſhalt not Steal, and pretend 
to bring the Fathers as Witneſſes againſt us, 
for the Breach of that Statute ; and as you 
pleaſe your ſelf with the Advantage of the 
Lord C. J. King, who isskill d in the Father, 
under whom we are to be try d; ſo you hope 
to get us tranſported for Felony, which you 
think will turn to the Eaſe and Relief of the 
People of this oppreſsd Nation. But by 
the help of our God (you almoſt put me 
into a Paſſion ) if you offer at any ſuch * 
thing, you ſhall fare the worſe fort: Not 
that we are apprehenſive of Tranſportation, 3 
or are unwilling to abide a Tryal. Tho 
vou may bring ſuch Witneſſes as Origen and 
the Reſt of the Fathers, to prove that we 
have turnd the Church into a Den of 7 
Thieves, and that we get our Living by * 
Robbery ; yet we have living Witneſſes at 
hand, to invalidate their Teſtimony, ſuch 3 
as Monſteur Le Clerc, Dr. Davis, and others, 

who will prove the Fathers to be Triflers, 
and Men of no Credit; neither do I think 

| there 
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1. * there is a rich Eccleſiaſtick of this Kingdom, 


* Yor other Dependant on the Church, that 
K will not appear in behalf of the Clergy, to 


the Diſreputation and Diſparagement ot the 
Evidence of your Fathers. I can't imagine 
„ what is the Ground of your RP and 
Spleen againſt us Parſons, that you ſhould 
14 hus meditate our Ruin. Can you think it 
nd +Fat all for the Intereſt and Advantage of the 
„Subject, that we were baniſh'd > Have we 
not to the utmoſt of our Power oppoſed 
„the Growth of Infidelity, and ſtoppd the 
Torrent of Vice and Impiety, which other- 


Pe wife like a Deluge would overwhelm this 
= Kingdom, and bring it into a deplorable 


, Condition for Irreligio n, without us? 
* * Mr. Olamixon, indeed, as I remember, in 
ne his Hiſtory of the Weſt Indies, ſpeaks of a 


2 Country without either PHyſicians, Lawyers, 
wi gor Parſons; and yet the Inhabitants, who 
7 


vere Chriſtians, thought their Bodies, Souls, 
49 and Eſtates in as good Safety as any that 
107 abounded moſt with ſuch Cattle: upon 


- 2 which ſuch as you would be apt to cry out, 
| *8 | 
* 5 O fortunatos nimium, bona fi ſua norint ! 


But Im of Opinion that theſe Three Pro- 
> 3 feſſions are of great Uſe to our Nation. 
14 No body will ſay that Phyſicians are uſeleſs, 
nen but the Country People who have no 

Money 
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Money to fee them with, and enjoy as good 
Health and long Life without them. Much 
leſs will any ſpeak againſt the Uſe of Lawyers, 
who teach People to practiſe the moſt ex- 
cellent Graces of Forbearance and For- 
giveneſſes one of another; to rake 1. "7 
to ſuffer themſelves to be defrauded, and to 4 
7255 with Cloak and Coat too, rather than 
itigiouſly conteſt a Right to either: And s 
tho the Country may be full of Complaints I | 
of the Oppreſſions of theſe Men, 404 of 
their exorbitant Fees for no equivalent Work 1 
done, and think them but a little better De- 
fence of their Clients than a Hawk of a 
Pigeon; yet Im of Opinion that they are 8 
uſeful Limbs of the Body Politick, other- 
wiſe the Legiſlative Authority of this King- 1 
dom, which is celebrated for its Wiſdom and 
Juſtice, would take care of the Amputation 
of them, and provide better for the Se- 
curity of Men's Rights, and the eaſier De- 
termination of Law-Suits. But the Uſe of ? 
the Clergy is ſo great and unqueſtionable, 
that I know not where to begin to ſpeak of 
the Advantages that accrue to the People \ 
by them. Tho they are Authors of moſt | 
of the Diſtractions and Confuſions in the 
Kingdom; yet ſome way or other, not now) 
to be mention d, they make abundant Com. 
penſations for thoſe Miſchiefs. Tho they 


preach not, in your Senſe, the Myſteries Ti 
4 the 


* 
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We Kingdom of Heaven, nor underſtand 
Y hem ; yet, to the beſt of their Abilities, 
Whey entertain their Congregations with a 
Wale out of their Pulpits, to the Amule- 
Went of their Ears and Underſtandings. 
nd was our Craft to be ſuppreſt as well as 
Prock. jobbing, and the Miniſtry of the Goſ- 
gel leſt to thoſe char ſhould be call d of God 
was Aaron; tho the People in general 
might rejoice at ſuch a Releaſe from Tithes, 
get we and our Families and Dependants 
Pould be great Loſers. 

I do remember allo to have read ſome- 
here, of a Prophecy of the Acceptable 
Fear of the Lord, when Deliverance to the 
aptives of Babylon will be preach'd, when 
he Eyes of the blind in Underſtanding will 
pe open to ſee their Errors, and when every 
oke of Oppreſſion will be unloosd from 
he Necks of Mankind: But we are willing 


* 


A Ani od © 


1 
4 


4 Rr 1 @ 


is 109 
1 


c o think that Tirhes, which we call the Rights 
rt If the Church, are not one of thoſe Yokes ; 
e ſptherwiſe it is to be feard, that as the 
F Meareſt and deareſt Relations muſt once part, 
o we muſt ſome time bid adieu to our 
i Church and her Rights too. 

And we do believe too there is a Time to 
* Wcome, which we Parſons ſometimes ſpeak 
* Wot in our Pulpits, of an univerſal Peace, 
I when the Lyon ſhall lie down with the Lamb, 
1 and when Men ſhall beat their Swords inte 
4 | F Plow- 


_ _— — — 
- = —- - 
— ſ— 


—— ">", 
= 


————_ 


— 
- — —— — 
— = 
— . 


- _ * * 
- — 2 — — - of _— 
— 2 - 
— — * RA — - — 
— — os —— . — — — 1 - & == — 2 — 


324 
Money to fee them with, and enjoy as good 
Health and long Life without them. Much 


leſs will any ſpeak againſt the Uſe of Layers, 7 l 
e woll 


who teach People to practiſe th 


giveneſſes one of another; to take Wrong, 
to ſuffer themſelves to be defrauded, and to 
part with Cloak and Coat too, rather than 
litigiouſly conteſt a Right to either: And 


tho the Country may be full of Complaints 4 


of the Oppreſſions of theſe Men, and of 
their exorbitant Fees for no equivalent Work 


done, and think them but a little better De- 


fence of their Clients than a Hawk of a 


Pigeon ; yet T'm of Opinion that they are 
uſeful Limbs of the Body Politick, other- 


wiſe the Legiſlative Authority of this King- * 


dom, which is celebrated for its Wiſdom and 


Tuſtice, would take care of the Amputation 


of them, and provide better for the Se- 


curity of Men's Rights, and the eaſier De- 


termination of Law-Suits. But the Uſe of 


the Clergy is ſo great and unqueſtionable, 4 


the Advantages that accrue to the People 


by them. Tho they are Authors of moſt 


of the Diſtractions and Confuſions in the 
Kingdom; yet ſome way or other, not now 
to be mention d, they make abundant Com- 
penſations for thoſe Miſchiets. Tho they 


preach not, in your Senſe, the Myſteries of FF 


ex- 
cellent Graces of Forbearance and For- 


[ 33 ] 

Be Kingdam of Heaven, nor underſtand 
hem; yet, to the beſt of their Abilities, 
2 cy entertain their Congregations with a 
Tale out of their Pulpits, to the Amuſe— 
ment of their Ears and Underſtandings. 
And was our Craft to be ſuppreſt as well as 
Prock. jobbing, and the Miniſtry of the Goſ- 
pel left to thoſe that ſhould be call d of God 
was Aaron; tho the People in general 
Might rejoice at ſuch a Releaſe from Tithes, 
get we and our Families and Dependants 
Fould be great Loſers. 

I do remember alſo to have read ſome- 
'F here, of a Prophecy of the Acceptable 
ear of the Lord, when Deliverance to the 
*Taptives of Babylon will be preach'd, when 
the Eyes of the blind in Underſtanding will 
pe open to ſee their Errors, and when every 
t Woke of Oppreſſion will be unloos'd from 
the Necks of Mankind: But we are willing 
go think that Tirhes, which we call the Rights 
f of the Church, are not one of thoſe Yokes ; 
ptherwiſe it is to be feard, that as the 
® MÞeareſt and deareſt Relations muſt once part, 
2 2 we muſt ſome time bid adieu to our 
ſt Church and her Rights too. 

© And we do believe too there is a Time to 
W come, which we Parſons ſometimes ſpeak 
* Wot in our Pulpits, of an univerſal Peace, 
when the Lyon ſhall lie down with the Lamb, 
; and when Men [ball beat their Stwords mta 
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Plow ſhares, and their Spears into Pruning. 


Hyoks, neither ſhall they learn War am 
more ; which will be ſuch a bleſſed State of 


12 
the World, that none but Anaves who 
live by Plunder, Rapine and Violence can D 
be averſe to it: And it is to be hopd that 


ſuch a happy Scene of Affairs may deſcend; 
upon the Church without any Prejudice or 
Diſreputation to our Office and Intereſt,” 
We don't deny, but ſome of the Principles 
of the Quakers have a direct Tendency to 
the Advancement of that glorious State and 
Condition of Mankind; but if after all, 
God ſhould declare himſelf on the fide of 
that People, I have only this to ſay, that) 
the great Doctors of our Church have been 
at Univerſity, have ſtudy d Divinity, and 
tumbled over abundance of Authors to no 
Porpoſe. 3. 
Thus, Sir, have J fully anſwered the 
Calumnies and opprobious Language given 
to our Orthodox and learned Divines, in your 
Two Letters to Dr. Bennet. When you 
ſaid, None of the ſubordinate Clergy were 
any more able to write againſt you like 
Scholars, than ſo many Chimney-Sweepers bl 
that never read Books, you little imagined 7 
that a Country Curatè could have thus hand- 
led you. It is not to be expected that 1 
ſhould take your Learning to Task, and 
quote Fathers or other ancient Authors 
againſt 


FIT. 


Mgainſt you. We Countrey Parſons are ſuch 
Strangers to the Fathers, that not one in a 
Hundred, ever heard of the Names of them. 
Off Dur Converſation lies altogether in a few 
he nodern Orchodox Writers, which we ſtuff 
ar pur Heads with, and out of which we pro- 
ha ide a ſlender Entertainment for our Flocks 
nd Every Lord's Day: Neither do we think 
it any more uſeful and neceſſary for us to 
eſt, De acquainted with the Writers of the Pri- 
les Hhitive Church, than to feed our Congrega- 
to ons with Crumbs of Greek and Latin. But, 
nd Fho' I have not preſumed to meddle with 
all," he Learned Part of your Controveriy ; 
Oct I hope the Laity will not queſtion, but 
nat“ e have Doctors in Divinity enough, ſo 
en well vers d in the Ancients, as to be able 
nd co confront you with Reaſon and Authori- 
no ty, to the Overthrow of your Undertaking, 

"It they would in earneſt go about it. There 
he: one great Doctor of our Church, namely 
en Pr. Frankland, a Preacher at Briſtol, and 
ul Chaplain in Ordinary to his Majeſty, that 
ou nous, to a Nicety, the Shallownels of your 
re Head, and ſcantling of your Learning, 


ke Wwho has given the World Reaſon to hope 
ers | 


ed 


#for a notable Performance againſt you. 
Lou perhaps in your contemptuous Way 


d. Jof treating the Clergy, may think that 


I Do&or no more of a Scholar, than a Mon- 


ad $ key is of a Man; and may account him no 
Irs | | 


t | 


F 3 other 


36 J 


, other among the Learned, than as a Gooſe J 
among Swans; ſaying of him, 


2 1 J 


— Argutos Anſer ſtrepit inter Oloree. 3F fo 
7 


2 


But when his Lucubrations come forth® 
to the Confutation of your Errors, all Meny 
will ſtand in Admiration of his — 
and if Nat. Hough of Kenſington, will bus 
aſſiſt him in Orthography, he'll undoubted-Y 
ly acquit himſelf like a great Scholar. 7 bc 
you | but wait the Publication of his Learn. t 
ed Diſſertation, I dare ſay, youll never e 
write more; and there is this Reaſon to. 
expect an extraordinary Treatiſe from him, 
to ſhew that his Oral Invectives againſt you 
are not ill grounded; otherwiſe he knows, 
youll with Juſtice take an Advantage a- 
gainſt him, to expoſe his Ignorance, Ma Y 
lice and Perfidiouſnels, under the blackell A 
and moſt odious Characters that may be. 3 
But hold, now I think ont again, if nei 
ther he, nor any other Doctor of our 
Church attempt learnedly to confute vou, 
vou are not to conclude it their Inability 
to do it, but Prudence to keep Silence. 1 

There are too many Controverſies already 
on Foot, to the Grief of all good Chriſti- , 
ans ; and it is fit that ſome of them be laid 
aſlecp, before we engage in any freſh ones; | | 
and it we ſhould kindle or commencea Diſ. 
8 2 


' 


BW We. 


ſe Mputation, like a War or Fire, with you, who 
knows but it may end, ſuch is the Nature 
Hof your Principles, in the Confuſion or Peace 
of the whole Church. | £27 
You have done your utmoſt, as I ob- 
th ſerved before, to draw our Learned Doctors 
en into Battel with you: You have challenged 
g; them, ſet them at Defiance, and pronoun- 
ut ced them ignorant Blockheads, which is 
ed genough to provoke Men of the moſt 
I'SWcowardly and puſilanimous Spirit to try 
rn their Strength: But the Friends of our 
yer Church and Clergy will, I hope, rather ac- 
to count it the Excellency of their Chriſtian 
X Temper, to forgive and paſs by ſuch Pro- 
vocations and Affronts than contend with 
you. 
But till our Doctors ſhall be better diſ- 
; poſed, and at Leiſure, than they ſeem to be 
at preſent to write againſt you; there is 
another and more proper Method to be 
taken with you, and that is, by making 
ſuch Reports and Repreſentations of you 
and your Letters among the People, as in 
their Wiſdom and Prudence they ſhall ſee 
fit. The Reputation of the Clergy among 
the Populace for Honeſty, Sincerity, Truth 
and Juſtice, (excepting the Lies and Frauds 
that we ſometimes accuſe one another of 
in Print) is fo great, that, if we ſhould re- 
port any Thing of you a little bordering 
upon 
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upon Slander, they will eaſily receive and F 


386 


ſwallow it. The Prieſts of the Church of 
Rome have reap'd great Advantages by their 
pious Frauds ; and if we ſhould uſe a little 
Artifice for the Support of our Holy Mo- 
ther the Church of England, where's the 
Blame of it? The Craftsmen of Ephe- 
ſus being apprehenſive of the Danger of 
the Worſhip of Diana from the Preaching 
of the Apoſtles, extolled her to the Skies 
againſt them, and good Reaſon they had if 
for it, becauſe they had their Wealth by 
her; and rather than our Church, like ano- 
ther Goddeſs of the Wilderneſs, ſhall un- 
dergo Peril from you and your Fathers, 
well magnify her at any Rate, as it becomes 
all thoſe who grow rich and fat by her. 

To conclude Sir, let me adviſe you to 
publiſh no more in Defence of that obſolete 
Doctrine of the Spirituality of the Law of 
Moſes ; and remember that I have favou- 
rably, yea, too tenderly treated you for 
your ill Uſage of the Clezgy. If you vent 
any more ſcurrilous Reflections on them 
for Want of Learning and Orthodoxy, you 
muſt expect to be handled with more Sharp- 
neſs and Severity. 3 

I don't conceal my Name from you, thro' 
any Apprehenſions T am under of your a- 
cute Reply to my Diſreputation and Diſho- 
nour ; neither would I value it of a Ruſh 

on 


a Ga 
n that Account, if you knew who I am. 
. hut the Reaſon why I chuſe to be concealed 
. & downright Modeſty, not only to avoid 
he Applauſes, Thanks and Congratulations 
f the Clergy, and the Two Univerſities 
Por this good Service done to the Church; 
ut to take off all Suſpicions of ambitious 

5 \ims at Preferment in Recompence for it. 
as 1 publickly known, no doubt, but 
dr. Bennet and Dr. Frankland, of whom I 
ave made honourable Mention, would be 
Profuſe in their Promiſes to me againſt the 
Time of their being made Biſhops; and it 


- not impoſſible but the Biſhop of Bangor 
es Hight make me his Chaplain, for which I 

hould not be thought, in the Opinion of 
ois Lordſhip, the leſs qualified for Want of 
te equaintance with the Fathers, ſo long as I 


of ad Learning enough to ſee to the Exami- 
Wation of a Welch Levite according to the 


w- anon. But as I had no ſuch worldly Ends 
at View upon the Publication of this Work, 
m my Reward for it lies in the Comfort 
nd Satisfaction of having done Service to 


aur Holy Mother the Church of England, 
P Whom you repreſent as an adulterous Wo- 
nan, and her Reverend Sons the Cler- 


a. as a ſpurious, illegitimate, ignorant and 
full Brood. 


Ml So, Sir, leaving you to chew upon this 
| | I -. = 
on ter, which will hardly be acceptable to 


your 
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ſwallow it. The Prieſts of the Church of 
Rome have reap'd great Advantages by their 
pious Frauds ; and if we ſhould uſe a little 
Artifice for the Support of our Holy Mo- 
ther the Church of England, where's the 
Blame of it? The Craftsemen of Ephe- : 4 
ſus being apprehenſive of the Danger of 4 
the Worſhip of Diana from the Preaching x 
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her; and rather than our Church, like ano- 
ther Goddeſs of the Wilderneſs, ſhall un- 
dergo Peril from you and your Fathers, 
well magnify her at any Rate, as it becomes 
all thoſe who grow rich and fat by her. * 
To conclude Sir, let me adviſe you to 
publiſh no more in Defence of that obſolete 8 
Doctrine of the Spirituality of the Law of 
Moſes ; and remember that I have favou- 
rably, yea, too tenderly treated you for | 
your ill Uſage of the Clergy. If you vent 
any more ſcurrilous Reflections on them | 
for Want of Learning and Orthodoxy, you i 
muſt expect to be handled with more Sharp- 
neſs and Severity. * 
I don't conceal my Name from you, thro I. 
any Apprehenſions I am under of your a- 
cute Reply to my Diſreputation and Diſho- i 
nour ; neither would I value it of a Ruſh | 
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Mon that Account, if you knew who J am. 


: "4 4 ut the Reaſon why I chuſe to be concealed 
« 2s downright Modeſty, not only to avoid 
„. Ihe Applauſes, Thanks and Congratulations 


of the Clergy, and the Two Univerſities 
"For this good Service done to the Church; 
Put to take off all Suſpicions of ambitious 
Aims at Preferment in Recompence for it. 
as I publickly known, no doubt, but 
Dr. Bennet and Dr. Frankland, of whom TI 
y Wave made honourable Mention, would be 
" Frofuſe in their Promiſes to me againſt the 
' ime of their being made Biſhops; and it 
s not impoſſible but the Biſhop of Bangor 
„. N 
es Hight make me his Chaplain, for which I 
Mould not be thought, in the Opinion of 
is Lordſhip, the leſs qualified for Want of 
\cquaintance with the Fathers, ſo long as I 
ad Learning enough to ſee to the Exami- 
ation of a Welch Levite according to the 
or anon. But as 1 had no ſuch worldly Ends 
or View upon the Publication of this Work, 
_ Wo my Reward for it lies in the Comfort 
ny nd Satisfaction of having done Service to 
Pur Holy Mother the Church of England, 
P hom you repreſent as an adulterous Wo- 
nan, and her Reverend Sons the Cler- 
bY as a ſpurious, illegitimate, ignorant and 
Y null Brood. | 
{| So, Sir, leaving you to chew upon this 
on ter, which will hardly be acceptable to 
your 
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